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A Rude Welcome Back:
Tempests Greet President

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.
Poor Neil Rudenstine. No sooner
had the Harvard University presi-
dent returned from a medical leave
for exhaustion than the piace started
its lid,
came the Gina Grant case.
She is 2 young woman who attends
Cambridge Rindge & Latin, the
tough city high achoot just blocks
from the university. At 19, she lives
ont her own (sbout which more lat-
er), gels straight A's, tutors other
kids and so on.

Harvard snapped her up, even giv-
ing her early admission last Deceft-
ber. Het Story was 0 compelling
that the Baston Globe festured her
recently in its Sunday magazine in 2
saries of profiles about children who
overcome adversity.

But shortly after the glowing pro-
file appeared, Hatvard got an anony-
mous bundie of news clippings from
South Carolina about Gina Grant.

It seerne she is an orphan because
she killed her mother—by bashing
her skull with & crystal candlestick.
She pleaded 0o contest to the charg-
es when she was 14, served six
months and then moved to the Bos-
ton area, hey juvenile record sealed.

Harvard rescinded her accep-
tance—not because she idlled ber
mother, who was an ahusive alcohol-

ic, the university ssid, but because
Gina had lied 2 her application.

quickly escalated into a full-blown af-

fair, with lawyers, public opinion sur-
veys, angry protests and an examib

il
|
by

Grant last weck, however, when the
Harvard Crimson newspaper report-
ed that Grant had lied to an alumw
interviewer during the admissions
process by saying her mother had
died in 2 car crash.

But that’s got all Rudenstine has

1o Gyl with. There & another up-
roar on campus, this one concerning
2 decision by the government de-
partment to invite columnist George
F. WHi to teach a class next fall. In
this case, the prolests are coming
from lberal professors, who sniff
that Will lacks a certain something,

Evidently, some people at Har-
vard would soonet welcome s moth-
ar-killer than 2 conservative,

But that’s not all, either. Accord-
ing to a column in the Boston Globe,
Harvard’'s Medical School has
hunched an investigation into one of
its faculty members—tenured psy-
chiatry professor John Mack.

Mack's offense, it seems, iz that
he has been making a name for him-
self in recent years as an advocate of
the vigw that some people really do
get abducted by abiens from outer
space. In his popular book “Abduc-
tion,” Mack argued that we peed to
listen seriously when people de-
scribed being whisked off in space

Now, Mack is about to have a

is “in violation of the standards of
conduct expected of a member of
the faculty of Harvard University.”

Al in all, it has been a dubious
welcome back for the school's over-
worked chief executive.

Whea Rudenstine returncd to
campus, he said he had leammed that
he would have to delegate tasks and

himself out less. So [ar, he
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lence.
~Christopher B. Daly



